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 1. CALL TO ORDER  
 

 
a. 

 
To view or participate in the virtual meeting from a computer, iPad, or 
Android device please go to https://zoom.us/j/99719807086 You can 
also use the dial in at 1-312-626- 6799 with the Webinar ID: 997 1980 
7086. Use *9 to Raise/lower hand and *6 to Unmute/mute. If additional 
assistance is needed please contact the Sawyer County Forestry Office 
at 715-634-4846 prior to the meeting. This meeting will be recorded and 
will be available on our website at: https://sawyercountygov.org. If 
you are on a computer, click the "Raise Hand" button and wait to be 
recognized. If you are on a telephone, dial *9 and wait to be 
recognized.  

 
 2. ROLL CALL 
 
 3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 4. CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS 

LAW 
 
 5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

 
a. 

 
At this time, members of the public will be given the opportunity to 
address the Committee. Please adhere to the following when 
addressing the Committee: 

 Comments will be limited to 3 minutes or less per individual. 
 Comments should be directed to the Committee as a whole and 

not directed to individual Committee members. 
 The Committee cannot respond to your comments during this 

time. 
 Please sign in and fill out a public comment sheet if you wish to 

speak on an item.  
 
 6. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING   
4 - 5 

 
a. 2.7.24 LWFRC Minutes DRAFT 
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 7. REGISTER OF DEEDS UPDATE   
6 

 
a. ROD Monthly Report 

 
 
 8. EVENTS (DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
 9. LAND RECORDS AND COUNTY SURVEYOR DEPARTMENT 

REPORT   
7 - 8 

 
a. 1) County Surveyor report 

2) LWFRC March 2024  
 
 10. SAWYER COUNTY FORESTRY DEPARTMENT  
 

 
a. 

 
Recreational Trails Report  
      Motorized- 
      Non-motorized-    

9 - 12 
 
b. 

 
County Forestry Report 
feb 24 forestry report    

13 
 
c. 

 
2024 Recreational Trail Aids Resolution (discussion and possible 
action) 
Res 2024- For Outdoor Recreation Aids   

 
 
d. 

 
DNR Forestry Report  

 
 11. ZONING/ CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT   
14 

 
a. 

 
County Report 
Conservation Department Update Mar 2024   

 
 
b. 

 
USDA/NRCS report   

 
 
c. 

 
LCO report  

 
 12. RELEASE OF RESERVED RIGHTS FOR FLOWAGE EASEMENTS & 

GRAVEL PITS ON A PARCEL IN THE TOWN OF WINTER 
(DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION)   

15 - 26 
 
a. 1) Town of Winter - Recorded Documents in Chain of Title 

2) QCD  
 
 13. TAX DEED/FORECLOSURE UPDATE 
 
 14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 15. CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES AND 

Page 2 of 26



MEETINGS 
 
 16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  DISCLAIMER: 
   

A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its committees may be 
present at this meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the 
committees have established attendance at this meeting as an official function of the 
Board or committee(s) or otherwise made a determination that attendance at the 
meeting is necessary to carry out the Board or committee’s function.  The only purpose 
for other supervisors attending the meeting is to listen to the information presented.  
Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the committee providing this notice 
and agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting. 
  
Copy sent via email to: County Clerk and News Media. Note: Any person wishing to 
attend whom, because of a disability, requires accommodation should call the Sawyer 
County Clerk's office (715.634.4866) at least 24 hours before the scheduled meeting 
so appropriate arrangements can be made. 
  
Land, Water, and Forest Resources Committee Mission Statement: "Develop, 
guide and implement policies that protect and ensure the sustainability of our bio-
diverse community." 
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Minutes of the February 7, 2024 meeting of the Sawyer County 
Land, Water & Forest Resources Committee 
Of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors 
Board Room; Sawyer County 
 
 

Voting Committee Members (X) Present: Others Present: 
 Chair: Ed Peters  Lynn Fitch Andy Albarado-virtual 
 Vice Chair – Marc Helwig Jay Kozlowski  Seth Sesker 
 Kay Wilson Cathy LaReau  
 Brian Bisonette Brody Fischer  
 Jason Weaver - virtual Greg Peterson  
  Brian DeVries @ 8:34 am  

 
Call to Order – Chair Ed Peters called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.  
 
Certification of Compliance with the open meeting law was met. Roll Call was taken; a quorum was met. 
 
Meeting Agenda –  
 
Public Comments –  
 

Minutes from the previous meeting dated: January 10, 2024 
Motion to approve made by:  Mr. Helwig Second by: Ms. Wilson 
Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Register of Deeds Update -  
A written report was provided detailing activity in the office of ROD.  
 
Events - None 
 
Land Records and County Surveyor Department Report - 
Surveyor’s Report – A written report was provided. Mr. DeVries advised that at the end of 2023 we submitted the 
WLIP grant funds to get our land records online. This year we received $10,000 which went toward surveying 
activities. They applied for and received a $1000 training grant and the base budget grant for $57,937.  
 
Real Property Lister Report – A written report was provided. Work on updating assessments has been ongoing. 
 
Sawyer County Forestry Department -  
Recreational Trails Report – Ms. LaReau advised that the clubs removed all stakes from lakes and many of the ice 
fishing contests have cancelled due to safety concerns. 
 
County Forestry – A written report was provided. Mr. Peterson advised that they had 17 active sales in January 
totaling 1520 acres.  The road bans going on early will present a hardship on loggers so requests for extensions 
without increase are arriving in the office. Inspections are on target and the conditions are allowing for lots of field 
work to be completed. They are currently working on harvesting record requests for the first carbon credit reporting 
year.  
 
DNR Forestry – Mr. Fischer advised that they have been out in the field most days due to easy access without the 
snowfall.  
 
Emergency Fire Warden Renewal – this item will move forward to County Board. 
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Release of Reserved  for Flowage Easements & Gravel Pits on a Parcel in the Town of Winter- Mr. Albarado advised 
that this involves a parcel of land sold to reservations. This would release land from 1945 for any flowage rights and 
rights to gravel pits reserved in the Quit Claim Deed from Sawyer County to John Dietz. A motion was made by Mr. 
Helwig to approve the Quit Claim Deed and forward to County Board; second by Mr. Bisonette. Motion carried 
without negative vote.  
 
Zoning/Conservation Department -  
County Report – A written report was provided and reviewed. They are still working for a representative to sit on the 
Committee for the agricultural representative. Tree sale inventory is almost sold out and updates are ongoing on 
other Dam inspection, operation and maintenance plans. 
 
Resolution for Participation in the Department of Natural Resources Municipal Dam Gran Program - As part of the 
municipal dam grant, a resolution was presented for application to the State municipal dam grant. Work would be 
done on Fishtrap Lake Dam. Mr. Koslowski shared a photo of the area and explained the replacement process. They 
would expect approximately $700,000 in costs for the replacement. The resolution authorizes Mr. Koslowski to apply 
for the grant reimbursement. A motion was made by Mr. Helwig to approve the resolution authorizing participation 
in the DNR municipal dam grant program; second by Ms. Wilson and forward to the County Board. Motion carried 
without negative vote. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claims – A list of claims was provided for review. These are pass-through claims of $67,094.26 from 
the State. Mr. Sesker presented the list for approval. A motion was made by Mr. Helwig to approve the claim list as 
presented; second by Mr. Bisonette. Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Nelson Lake Drawdown Proposal – Mr. Koslowski presented the 2024-25 fall/winter draw-down proposal to repair 
broken boat launch ramps. This request is in conjunction with the Nelson Lake Association and the Nelson Lake 
Resort Association. They will work the DNR and the lake association to complete the work. A motion was made by 
Mr. Helwig to approve the request to present the draw-down proposal to the DNR; second by Mr. Bisonette. Motion 
carried without negative vote. 
 
USDA Report – No update 
 
LCO Report – Mr. Bisonette advised that LCO contacted the BIA regional director and were assured that they would 
start getting responses on the issues that have been submitted. They have also been working with the Alliance on a 
resolution for the ATV trails supporting the county’s application, and they are looking at changing some of the 
ATV/UTV codes and will be working with Ms. LaReau on that project. 
 
Future Agenda Items – 
 
Other Topics for Discussion Only -  
 
Adjournment – 9:16 am 
 
Next Meeting:  March 13, 2024 Time: 8:30 am Location: Board Room 
Minutes recorded by Lynn Fitch, County Clerk 
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ROD Monthly Report 

February, 2024 

 

      Activity                          Number of Copies   Total Revenue including amounts to State 

 

General: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emailed Copies  330.00 

Counter Copies  154.50 

Birth 45 660.00 

Death 40 870.00 

Marriage 4 80.00 

Divorce 1 23.00 

Recorded Documents 343 6,136.94 

Transfer Fees  30,196.80 

Laredo  3,498.05 
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County Surveyor’s Report   3/13/24 
 
We performed maintenance on several corners in the Towns of Winter, Round Lake, 
and Spider Lake last month.  Conditions have been very favorable for working in the 
swamps. 
 
Only two Certified Survey Maps were reviewed in February. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Chris Gregory 
Sawyer County Surveyor 
 
 
 
 

Sawyer County Surveyor’s Department 
10610 Main Street, Suite 54 

Hayward, Wisconsin 54843-0248 
Telephone 715-634-3564    Fax 715-634-3546 

https://sawyercountygov.org/ 
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March 1, 2024 
 
 
Real Property Lister Report 
 
 
 
We rolled over to the new year on February 9 and have sent our parcel data and 
information on changes throughout the past year to the assessors. Many parcel acreages 
for the towns of Bass Lake and Round Lake have been updated for this year since all of 
our legacy acreages are based off of old paper maps which tend to be less accurate than 
our computerized GIS data. 
 
We are now working on processing deeds and Certified Survey Maps that have been 
recorded since the beginning of the year and expect to be caught up by the time Boards 
of Review begin in April. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kimberly Wendt 
GIS Technician and Real Property Lister 
 
715-638-3279  kimberly.wendt@sawyercountygov.org 
 

Sawyer County Land Records 
10610 Main Street, Suite 54 

Hayward, Wisconsin 54843-0248 
Telephone 715-634-3564    Fax 715-634-3546 

https://sawyercountygov.org/ 
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Forestry Report February 2024  
  
  

Active Sales      

 

 
 
Eighteen sales listed as active in month of February 

 Sale Date 
# of 
Sales Acres Bid Value Received  Est. Remaining 

 11/2/18 2 102 $54,751.75 $40,649.86 $16,633.31* 
 5/3/19 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 11/1/19 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 5/5/20 1 39 $40,500.00 $10,125.00 $30,375.00 
 11/3/20 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 5/7/21 3 290 $236,045.50 $81,093.26 $154,952.24 
 10/22/21 4 239 $388,680.00 $227,501.52 $161,178.48 
 5/11/22 3 263 $283,737.50 $278,609.71 $30,963.66* 
 11/1/22 2 132 $108,200.60 $20,166.15 $88,034.45 
 5/10/23 2 179 $259,007.90 $63,621.82 $195,386.08 
 11/3/23 1 78 $28,852.84 $0 $28,852.84 
  Totals 18 1380 $1,428,066.09 $737,435.22 $718,998.16 

 
 
      

       
Inactive Sales       

 Sale Date 
# of 
Sales Acres Bid Value Received  Est. Remaining 

 11/2/18 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 5/3/19 2 106 $46,520.00 $0 $46,520.00 
 11/1/19 1 83 $83,319.14 $56,223.74 $27,095.40 
 5/5/20 3 235 $209,813.50 $280,601.46 $7,898.54* 
 11/3/20 4 268 $275,786.50 $233,048.74 $56,435.67* 
 5/7/21 7 631 $476,285.50 $150,956.08 $325,329.42 
 10/22/21 6 554 $399,904.20 $158,924.52 $252,683.17* 
 5/11/22 13 733 $773,334.72 $469,644.66 $382,811.41* 
 11/1/22 11 996 $560,423.60 $109,590.05 $450,833.55 
 5/10/23 11 718 $1,171,823.40 $182,315.70 $989,507.70 
 11/3/23 15 1339 $664,958.11 $0 $664,958.11 
 Totals 73 5663 $4,662,168.67 $1,641,304.95 $3,204,072.97 

 
 
* Sales having overruns 
** Sales having underruns 
 
No sales closed out in February. 
 
Timber Sale Value (sold contracts-uncut) on file = $3,923,071.13 
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Timber Revenue   February      YTD   
Timber Sales    $497,349.36   $737,033.89 
     
Christmas Trees/Boughs  $0    $0   
  
Performance Bond Cashed  $0    $0 
    
 Other Revenue  
Camping/Firewood/Access/Hay $30    $50 
      
      
Park Reservations   $100    $150 

 
             
          Budget 
  Gross Timber Sale Revenue  $   737,033.89  $1,850,000 
  10% Payment to Towns  $     73,703.39 
  Net Timber Sale Revenue  $   663,330.50 
  Performance Bonds Drawn  $              0.00 
  Total Other Revenue   $          200.00 
  Timber Sale Revenue Billed Out $   220,719.45 
           
  
 
Timber Sale Inspections  # month   YTD 
          20       52 
Comments:  Goal for timber sale inspections is one inspection per week while sale is 
actively being harvested or wood is being hauled.   
 
Tract Establishment  # sales month/ YTD acres month/YTD Goal 
     1/6           69/535  3600  
 Comments:  
 
 
Recon Acres Updated 
  February  YTD  Annual Goal  

                422   1139   6,000 acres                   
Comments: Recon is the assessment of geographic, structure and compositional attributes 
of forest stands.  Field information is stored in the Wisconsin Forest Inventory & 
Reporting System (WisFIRS).  Basic resource information is collected, stored and 
updated systematically and continuously.  Database is used to analyze existing resources, 
evaluate management alternatives, and assist in the development and implementation of 
management plans. 
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Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) Hours 
   February   FY25 Contract    
        26                          34                   

Submitted reimbursement request of $21,055.24 for FY24 contract. 
 

Current Contract: FY25: Approximately 595 hours of timber sale   
 establishment/admin.  $39,647.87 
 
Comments: Under the federal Good Neighbor Authority, the USDA Forest Service is 
authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with states to perform forest management 
activities on national forest lands.  WDNR has entered into a GNA agreement with the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (CNNF).  WDNR is authorized to contract with 
counties to assist with forest management activities on national forest lands.  The focus of 
the GNA program is to assist in the implementation of the CNNF Forest Plan, which will 
provide: 

• Forest products to the local economy  
• Collaboration between federal, state and county forest managers 
• Improved health and resiliency of forestlands and watersheds within 

Wisconsin 
•  

 
Oak Wilt: 
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
Mountain Bike Trails:   
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
Birkie Trail:   
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
ATV/UTV/Snowmobile Trails:   
Trail 5 rehab project on hold until road bans lifted.  7.27 miles from FR 784 to 2.35 miles 
west of FR 174.  Grant funded, $188,250 project cost. 
 
 
Parks: 
Hatchery Park: Nothing new to report. 
  
Nelson Lake Park:  Nothing new to report.   
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Carbon Credit Project: 
Continued working with Anew through the carbon credit verification process. 
 
 
Other: 
Staff attended Wisconsin County Forest Association annual spring meeting in Madison 
2/13-2/15, including an open house listening session with several legislators. 
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RESOLUTION   #2024 -- _______ 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION AIDS 3 
 4 
WHEREAS Sawyer County is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public outdoor 5 
recreation purposes as described in the application; and 6 
 7 
WHEREAS, financial aid is required to carry out the project;  8 
 9 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Sawyer County has budgeted a sum sufficient to 10 
complete the project or acquisition and 11 
 12 
HEREBY AUTHORIZES the Sawyer County Forest Administrator, Sawyer County Forestry 13 
Department to act on behalf of Sawyer County to: 14 
              
• Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for any 15 

financial aid that may be available; 16 
• Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation within 6 17 

months of project completion date; 18 
•  Submit signed documents; and 19 
• Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project. 20 

 21 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sawyer County will comply with the state or federal rules 22 
for the programs to the general public during reasonable hours consistent with the type of 23 
facility; and will obtain from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the 24 
National Park Service approval in writing before any change is made in the use of the project 25 
site. 26 
 27 
This Resolution is recommended for adoption by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors at its 28 
meeting on March 21st, 2024 by this Sawyer County Land Water and Forest Resources 29 
Committee on this 13th day of March, 2024. 30 
 31 
___________________________  ______________________________ 32 
Ed Peters (Chair)     Marc Helwig (Vice Chair) 33 
 34 
___________________________  ______________________________ 35 
Brian Bisonette                 Kay Wilson  36 
 37 
___________________________ 38 
Jason Weaver     39 
 40 
This Resolutions hereby adopted by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors this 21st day of 41 
March, 2024. 42 
____________________________ ______________________________ 43 
Tweed Shuman, Board Chair    Lynn Fitch, County Clerk 44 
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Zoning & Conservation Department Update Feb. 2024 – Mar. 2024 
Prepared by Jay Kozlowski, Zoning & Conservation Administrator 

• Continuing search for agricultural representative to sit on the 
LWFRC.

• We have 7 farmers signed up for the nutrient management 
farmer education training March 18th-20th 

• Tree Sale inventory is sold out and orders can be picked up May 
10th-11th.

• All Dam inspection, operation, and maintenance plans (IOMP’s) 
and emergency action plans (EAP’s) all have been updated except 
Deer Lake. Deer Lake never had 1 so we are starting new with that 
dam.

• Berm clearing to occur over the next few weeks on other County 
owned dams

• Conservation Staff to attend the Land & Water Conference March 
6-8th.

• Municipal dam grant has been submitted to the DNR for the 
replacement dam on Fishtrap Lake. All items were completed as 
part of this grant submittal and waiting to hear back on approval 
status. 

Page 14 of 26



Page 15 of 26



Page 16 of 26



Page 17 of 26



Page 18 of 26



Page 19 of 26



Page 20 of 26



Page 21 of 26



Page 22 of 26



Page 23 of 26



Page 24 of 26



Page 1 of 2 

 
   Document Number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Instrument Drafted By:   Attorney Kristi L. Speer 
166 North Lake Avenue 
Phillips, WI 54555 
(715) 339-2190 

 

This Deed, as authorized by the Sawyer County Board of 
Supervisors and pursuant to law, SAWYER COUNTY, a municipal 
corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of Wisconsin 
and having its principal office at the county seat in the City of 
Hayward, Sawyer County, Wisconsin, quit claims to JOHN D. 
SCHMITT and DAVID J. SCHMITT, the following described real 
estate in Sawyer County, State of Wisconsin: 

 
Grantor, quit claims to Grantee, the following described real 

estate in Sawyer County, State of Wisconsin: 
 

SEE ATTACHED LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Together with all appurtenant rights, title and interests. 
 
Fee Exempt Section 77.25(2) of the Wisconsin State Statutes 
 

032-438-12-3301, 032-438-12-4301 
Parcel Identification Number (PIN) 
This is not homestead property. 

 

QUIT CLAIM DEED 

Speer Law Office, LLC 
166 North Lake Avenue 
Phillips, WI 54555 

  

 

 

 

Dated this _____ day of ______________, 2024. 
 
 
   
   SAWYER COUNTY 
 
  ____________________________________ 
  By: LYNN FITCH, Sawyer County Clerk 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
State of Wisconsin ) 
 ) ss 
County of Sawyer ) 
 
 Personally came before me this ________ day of __________________ 2024, the above named  
LYNN FITCH, as the Clerk of Sawyer County to me known to be the person(s) who executed the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged the same. 
 

   ______________________________________ 

   *_____________________________________ 
   Notary Public, State of Wisconsin 
   My Commission is/expires ________________ 
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Supplement to the Quit Claim Deed from SAWYER COUNTY by LYNN FITCH, as the Sawyer County Clerk, 
as Grantor, and JOHN D. SCHMITT and DAVID J. SCHMITT as Grantee. 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

This conveyance is intended to release any and all flowage rights, and any rights to gravel pits reserved 
in that certain Quit Claim Deed from Sawyer County to John Dietz recorded July 21, 1945, in Volume 
75 on page 368, as Document No. 77916; and in that certain Quit Claim Deed from Sawyer County to 
John Dietz recorded February 10, 1947 in Volume 75 on page 568, as Document No. 82630, with 
regards to the following described real estate: 
 
Parcel 1 
The Southwest 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4, Section 12, Township 38 North, Range 4 West, in the 
Town of Winter, Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 
 
Parcel 2 
Intentionally not included. 
 
Parcel 3 
The Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4, Section 12, Township 38 North, Range 4 West, in the 
Town of Winter, Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 
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