
 
Minutes of the September 14, 2023 meeting of the Sawyer County 
Finance Committee 
Of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors 
Assembly Room; Sawyer County 
 

Voting Committee Members (X) Present: Others Present: 
 Chair: Ron Kinsley  Andy Albarado   
 Vice Chair, John Righeimer Lynn Fitch  
 Stacey Hessel Mike Markgren  
 Tom Duffy Janeen Abric - Virtual  
 Dale Schleeter   

 
Call to Order –Chair Kinsley called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.  
 
Certification of Compliance with the open meeting law was met. Roll Call taken and quorum was met. 
 
Meeting Agenda –  
 
Public Comments –  
 

Minutes from the previous meeting dated: August 10, 2023 
Motion to approve made by:  Mr. Duffy Second by: Mr. Righeimer 
Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Finance Department Report -   
Sales Tax Distribution - A written report was provided. August sales tax was above previous years and we anticipate 
the same trend for the remainder of the year. 
 
Budget Updates – A written report was provided and reviewed by Mr. Markgren. We are 67% of the way through the 
2023 budget and revenues, net of the planned fund balance draw is on budget at 67%. Expenses are at 60% net of 
the transfer to HHS and Highway is still running a net income.  
 
Capital Improvement Plan Update – No purchases 
 
Treasurer Department Report -   
County Land Sales – Ms. Aibric reported that we have 17 properties from the In Rem process. Delinquent tax notices 
have been sent, and there has been an increase in credit card, debit card and electronic check payments received for 
delinquent and second installment tax payments. An outline of the In Rem processes was provided; steps were 
reviewed by Ms. Aibric. Auctions generally run 3-4 weeks, and at the conclusion of the auction, bids are presented to 
LWFRC for approval/rejection. A list of 2018 In Rem properties acquired was provided, as well as 2017-2015. Mr. 
Albarado spoke to the Act 216 ruling and how it affects some of our properties of tribal members. LCO has indicated 
they have an interest acquiring land back within the reservation and are requesting right of first refusal on properties 
that may become available for sale in some of the Northwoods Beach area.  
 
Investment Update -    
A written report of investment activity was provided and reviewed. Total YTD interest earned is $655,262.  
 
EMS-Ambulance -  
A written report was provided for the years 2019-2023 comparison. Mr. Markgren reviewed the highlights and we 
continue to make progress on the average collected per month per year. The collection agency is also having success 
in bringing in past-due collections. 
 



 
A preliminary view of the 2024 budget was provided at the meeting. The union settlement was included in 
projections along with a 5% health insurance increase. Sales tax revenue and investment income was considered. He 
recommends a $750,000 budgeted fund balance draw and transfer to special funds. The tax rate is anticipated to go 
down to $2.67; the lowest tax rate in the last 13 years.  
 
Future Agenda Items -  
 
Correspondence, reports from conferences and meetings -  
 
Adjournment – 10:03 am 
 
Next Meeting:  October 12, 2023 Time: 8:30 am Location: Board Room 
Minutes recorded by Lynn Fitch, County Clerk 

 


