
 
Minutes of the June 7th meeting of the Sawyer County 
Public Works Committee 
Of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors 
Board Room; Sawyer County 
 
 

Voting Committee Members Present: Others Present: Others Present: 
 Chair: Ron Kinsley Andy Albarado Linda Zillmer 
 Marc Helwig – Vice Chair Lynn Fitch Derek Leslie 
 Ed Peters Cathy LaReau John Pinnow 
 Chris Rusk    
 Brian Bisonette    

 
Call to Order – Chair Ron Kinsley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.   
 
Certification of Compliance with the open meeting law was met. Roll Call was taken; quorum was met. 
 
Meeting Agenda –  
 
Public Comments – Linda Zillmer 
 

Minutes from the previous meeting dated: May 10, 2023 
Motion to approve made by:  Mr. Peters Second by: Mr. Bisonette 
Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Maintenance Department Report -   
A written report was provided highlighting construction project assistance and projects in the highway department 
and Senior Resource Center.  
 
Sawyer County Airport Report -    
A written report was provided. The Master Plan PAC advisory committee held its first meeting at the courthouse on 
May 25th to set the course for the next 18 months. The Civil Air Patrol pancake feed will be on July 2nd. Community 
business meetings in the area seem to be bringing lots of activity to the airport. 
 
A request to renew the LaBarre 20-year hangar lease was presented along with an amendment of the lease to 
approve the request. A motion was made by Mr. Helwig to approve the Amendment to the Sawyer County Airport 
Hangar Area Lease; second by Mr. Rusk. Motion passed without negative vote. 
 
Highway Commissioner’s Report -    
A written report was provided. Crews have been patching holes, fixing signs and performing winter storm cleanup. 
There is currently a vacancy for a driver/operator in the Radisson and Hayward shop, and interviews were conducted 
on June 1st for summer help. Mr. Pinnow advised that they are still behind schedule but are making progress. The 
summer construction repair projects were outlined. He will be applying for road funding from the State for other 
projects.  
 
County KK Speed Reduction Update – Minutes of the May 17th Traffic Safety Committee were provided identifying 
the request to reduce speed by 10 mph on CTH KK from the stop sign on CTH K to the first corner. The reduction of 
speed from 55 mph to 45 mph was approved at this committee level. A motion was made by Mr. Peters to approve 
the Ordinance Resolution for the speed reduction request; second by Mr. Helwig. Motion carried without negative 
vote. 
 
An LCO Resolution No 2023-35 “Road Ban”/Highway Weight Restrictions Exemption within Reservation Boundaries 
was presented. The County received this resolution on April 12th. The County may want to request opening 
discussions on this topic with the Tribe. Mr. Albarado will initiate the contact. This will be a July agenda item. 



 
 
Courtroom Remodeling Update -   
Mr. Albarado revisited the additional expense list that was presented at the last meeting. We anticipate and August 
1st building turnover, and we could have the parking lot turned over within the next two weeks. We will request that 
the new District Court Administrator come speak to the entire board regarding the expense requests. The committee 
agrees to move forward with the items identified in green on the list the Mr. Albarado provided.  
 
Closed Session -- At 7:14 pm a motion was made by Mr. Helwig; second by Mr. Peters to convene in closed session 
pursuant to Wis. Stat. ss. 19.85(1)(e) “Deliberating or negotiation the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a 
closed session,” to wit: to discuss the contractual agreements for the courthouse construction project to discuss 
contractor performance on the courthouse project, and the County’s legal and contractual position in relation to 
same. A roll call vote was taken and passed 5-0, with “yes” votes from Kinsley, Helwig, Peters, Rusk and Bisonette. At 
7:28 pm a motion was made by Mr. Rusk; second by Mr. Bisonette to come out of closed session. 
 
Open Session - At 7:29 pm Committee was in open session.  
 
Future Agenda Items -  
 
Correspondence, reports from conferences and meetings -  
 
Adjournment – 7:32 pm 
 
Next Meeting: July 12, 2023 Time: 6:30 pm Location: Board Room 
Minutes recorded by Lynn Fitch, County Clerk 

 


