
 

Sawyer County 

Agenda 

Land, Water, & Forest Resources Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 @ 8:30 AM 

Assembly Room 
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 1. CALL TO ORDER  
 

 
a. 

 
To view or participate in the virtual meeting from a computer, iPad, or 
Android device please go to https://zoom.us/j/99719807086 You can 
also use the dial in number for listening only at 1-312-626- 6799 with 
the Webinar ID: 997 1980 7086. If additional assistance is needed 
please contact the Sawyer County Forestry Office at 715-634-4846 
prior to the meeting. This meeting will be recorded and will be available 
on our website at: https://sawyercountygov.org. If you are on a 
computer, click the "Raise Hand" button and wait to be recognized. If 
you are on a telephone, dial *9 and wait to be recognized.  

 

 2. ROLL CALL 

 

 3. CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS 
LAW 

 

 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

 
a. 

 
At this time, members of the public will be given the opportunity to 
address the Committee on items not on the agenda. Please adhere to 
the following when addressing the Committee: 

• Comments will be limited to 3 minutes or less per individual. 

• Comments should be directed to the Committee as a whole and 
not directed to individual Committee members. 

• The Committee cannot respond to your comments during this 
time. 

• Please sign in and fill out a public comment sheet if you wish to 
speak on an item.  

 

 6. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING   
4 - 5 

 
a. 2.9.22 LWFRC Minutes DRAFT 
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 7. EVENTS (DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION) 

 

 8. SAWYER COUNTY TREASURERS DEPARTMENT 

 

 9. LAND RECORDS AND COUNTY SURVEYOR DEPARTMENT 
REPORT 

 

 10. ZONING/ CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT   
6 

 
a. 

 
County Report 

Conservation Department Update March 2022    
7 - 23 

 
b. 

 
2021 Wildlife Damage Claims Approval (discussion/action) 

2021 Sawyer LCC Claims Summary 

2021 Sawyer Wildlife Damage Claims   
 

 
c. 

 
USDA report   

 
 
d. 

 
LCO report  

 

 11. SAWYER COUNTY FORESTRY DEPARTMENT  
 

 
a. 

 
Recreational Trails Report  
      Motorized- 
      Non-motorized-    

24 - 26 
 
b. 

 
County Forestry Report 

February 22 forestry report    
27 

 
c. 

 
2022 Outdoor Recreational Trail Aids (discussion and possible action) 

Res 2022- Authorizing Outdoor Recreational Trail Aids   
 

 
d. 

 
Buffer Cutting Process Update    

28 
 
e. 

 
DNR Forestry Report 

DNR Forestry Report February 2022   
 

 
f. 

 
Carbon Credits Update (discussion and possible action) - Closed 
Session pursuant to Wis. Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating 
the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 
conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session.   

 
 
g. 

 
Open Session  

 

 12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 13. CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES AND 
MEETINGS, OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
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 14. ADJOURNMENT 

 

  DISCLAIMER:  

  
 
A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its committees may be 
present at this meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the 
committees have established attendance at this meeting as an official function of the 
Board or committee(s) or otherwise made a determination that attendance at the 
meeting is necessary to carry out the Board or committee’s function.  The only purpose 
for other supervisors attending the meeting is to listen to the information presented.  
Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the committee providing this notice 
and agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting. 

  
Copy sent via email to: County Clerk and News Media. Note: Any person wishing to 
attend whom, because of a disability, requires accommodation should call the Sawyer 
County Clerk's office (715.634.4866) at least 24 hours before the scheduled meeting 
so appropriate arrangements can be made. 

  
Land, Water, and Forest Resources Committee Mission Statement: "Develop, 
guide and implement policies that protect and ensure the sustainability of our bio-
diverse community." 
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Minutes of the February 9th meeting of the Sawyer County 
Land, Water & Forest Resources Committee 
Of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors 
Assembly Room; Sawyer County 
 
 

Voting Committee Members (X) Present: Others Present: 
 Chair: Bruce Paulson Lynn Fitch 
 Ron Buckholtz – Vice Chair Mike Coleson 
 Jesse Boettcher - Jay Kozlowski  
 Brian Bisonette - Virtual Greg Peterson  
 Marc Helwig  Kathy LaReau 
 Kevin Sheptick Dan Ploegger 

 Jim Kujala 
 
Call to Order – Vice Chair Ron Buckholtz called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.  
 
Certification of Compliance with the open meeting law was met. Roll Call was taken; a quorum was met. 
 
Meeting Agenda –  
 
Public Comments – Barb O’Brien and Pat O’Brien 
 
Minutes from the previous meeting – A motion was made by Mr. Helwig to approve the minutes of the January 12, 
2022, meeting with a correction in the word “copper” dam to “coffer” dam in the Zoning report; second by Mr. 
Bisonette. Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Events – Mr. Peterson presented the application for the February 12, 2022 Hayward Lions Pre-Birkie for approval. A 
motion was made by Mr. Helwig; second by Mr. Buckholtz to approve this event. Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Sawyer County Treasurer’s Department –  
 
Land Records and County Surveyor Department Report – Mr. Ploegger advised that the survey crew has been working 
in the Draper and Bass Lake area. 
 
Sawyer County Forestry Department Report – The motorized trail report was provided by Kathy LaReau. She indicated 
that the trails are in fair condition, lakes are good and the groomer is out constantly. Businesses are reporting good 
winter activity and local clubs are holding events for riders. 
 
Cooper Land Trade Proposal – Mr. Peterson presented a 2017 land trade proposal that has been reworked and ready to 
be considered again. This is a 40-acre parcel owned by Richard and Denise Cooper next to Hatchery Creek Park. Mr. 
Helwig made a motion to accept this trade and send it to the County Board for approval; second by Mr. Bisonette. 
Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
Written reports were provided for County Forestry and DNR. 
 
A list of emergency fire wardens was presented for annual approval. A motion was made by Mr. Helwig; second by Mr. 
Bisonette to approve this list and forward to County Board. Motion carried without negative vote. 
 
ACER Advisory Group Representation Request – Without further clarification, no action was taken on this submission. 
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Zoning/Conservation Department Report – A written report was provided. Mr. Kozolowski reported on the Upper 
Brunet River dam project indicating that they are leaning toward performing an accelerated restock option of fish 
rather than to try to capture, hold and return the existing fish population back to the lake once the dam is completed. 
He will check on perhaps getting additional fishing privileges on the lake prior to draw down. He advised that the youth 
speaker/poster contest was held and we had two successful county participants, one of which who will move to the 
state competition in March  
 
Mr. Bisonette advised that the LCO focus is currently on enforcement of trail activity and they are seeing that most are 
abiding by the trail rules. 
 
Other Topics for Discussion Only -  
 
Meeting Date/Time – The next meeting of the Land, Water & Forest Resources Committee will be Wednesday, 
February 11, at 8:30 am in the Assembly Room. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:44 am 
Minutes recorded by Lynn Fitch, County Clerk 
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Conservation Department Update February 2022 - March 2022
Prepared by Jay Kozlowski, Zoning & Conservation Administrator 

• Should have final plans available for the Upper Brunet River Dam Project by next month.

• Process started on Billy Boy Easement Renewal

• Tree Sale is up and running online (Sawyer County Website). Limited stock this season but there 

are still some varieties available.

• Conservation staff attended a few training classes, updating Dam Emergency Action Plans and 

IOMP’s, design work for conservation projects, and installation checks for 2 other occurring 

projects.

• The annual Land & Water conference, which is available to all LCC (LWFRC) members will be 

held virtually this year. If any members of this committee would like additional information on 

this please let me know.

• Work flow of permits is starting to ramp up as Spring is right around the corner. 
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USDA-APHIS-WS

Rhinelander District

NAME # OF APPRAISALS CROP SPECIES QUANTITY LOST APPRAISED DAMAGE CLAIM AFTER DEDUCTIBLE* Acres Appraised Recommend

10 CGR, CSL Deer 379.89 Bu $1,967.83 105.00

7 SYB Deer 993.23 Bu $12,902.06 287.00

13 CGR, CSL Bear 148.14 Bu $767.36 166.00

2 SYB Deer 178.87 Bu $2,323.64 45.00

2 CGR Bear 4.73 Bu $24.50 44.00

3) Jim Brown
#

5 CGR Bear 220.60 Bu $1,142.69 $972.69 42.00 Approve

3 CGR Geese 783.79 Bu $4,060.03 39.00

11 CGR Bear 469.65 Bu $2,432.81 115.00

5) Bob Hamblin** 2 CGR Bear 12.90 Bu $66.79 $0.00 145.00 N/A

6) Bernie Kadlec 7 CGR Bear 381.58 Bu $1,976.60 $1,476.60 587.00 Approve

2 CSL Bear 45.06 Bu $233.40 22.00

1 Round Bales Bear 1 Ton $115.21 -

8) Pasanen Farms 15 CGR, CSL Bear 429.36 Bu $2,224.11 $1,724.11 635.00 Approve

9) Jeff Potter
#

5 CGR, CSL Bear 87.32 Bu $452.34 $397.87 153.00 Approve

20 CGR, CSL Deer 471.22 Bu $2,440.92 422.00

26 CGR, CSL Bear 522 Bu $2,703.96 510.00

11) Kent Slabaugh** 9 CGR Bear 68.15 Bu $353.01 $0.00 218.00 N/A

12) Denny Suzan
#

22 CGR, CSL Bear 1,137.04 Bu $5,889.88 $5,257.90 1,717.00 Approve

2 CSL Bear 138.55 Bu $717.68 36.00

1 Hay Bales Bear 4.55 Tons $524.21 -

1 HM Corn (Stored) Bear 183.40 Bu $950.01 -

14) Dave Zesiger** 2 CSL Bear 12.71 Bu $65.84 $0.00 39.00 N/A

Totals: 168 $44,334.88 $29,593.44 5,327.00

Turkey 0 $0.00

Deer 39 $19,634.45

Elk 0 $0.00

Goose 3 $4,060.03

Bear 126 $20,640.40

Total # of Enrollees: 22

# of Enrollees Requesting Appraisals: 14

# of Claims Recommended for Approval: 10
CSL= Corn Silage

CGR= Grain Corn

SYB= Soybeans

ALF= Alfalfa

BHV= Bee Hives

CRB= Cranberries

HAY= Hay

Species Appraised Damage

Turkey: $0.00

Deer: $14,895.16

Elk: $0.00

Goose: $73,168.32

Bear: $38,886.99

Total: $126,950.47

Total # of Enrollees: 18
# of Enrollees Requesting 

Appraisals: 13

# of Approved Claims: 9

                                                                               Sawyer County                                                                                                    Year:_2021_

1) Dale Beissel
# $5,700.00 Approve

2) Connor Beissel
# $1,928.14 Approve

4) Don Hajdasz $5,794.27 Approve

7) Bryan Kinsley** $0.00 N/A

*= $500 deductible, amount greater than $5,500 prorated at

    80%, $10,000 maximum claim

**= didn't meet deductible

#= enrolled in multiple counties

Previous Year

10) Mike Robers
# $4,649.96 Approve

13) Tom Winiarczyk $1,691.90 Approve
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Forestry Report February 2022  
  
  

Active Sales      

 

 
 
10 sales listed as active in month of February 

 Sale Date 
# of 
Sales Acres Bid Value Received  Est. Remaining 

 4/7/17 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 11/3/17 1 55 $78,011.00 $0 $78,011.00 
 4/6/18 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 11/2/18 1 106 $36,260.00 $9,065.00 $27,195.00 
 5/3/19 2 154 $77,090.00 $18,624.26 $58,465.74 
 11/01/19 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
 5/5/20 2 192 $75,495.96 $10,261.49 $65,234.47 
 11/3/20 2 352 $228,630.00 $20,974.07 $207,655.93 
 5/7/21 2 149 $112,595.00 38179.14 $74,415.86 
 10/22/21 0 0 $0 $0 $0 
  Totals 10 1008 $608,081.96 $97,103.96 $510,978.00 

 
 
      

       
Inactive Sales       

 Sale Date 
# of 
Sales Acres Bid Value Received  Est. Remaining 

 4/7/17 4 443 $153,790.00 $140,725.13 $47,186.79* 
 11/3/17 3 413 $172,365.00 $10,000.00 $162,365.00 
 4/6/18 2 196 $116,228.00 $126,663.42 $50,440.00* 
 11/2/18 3 158 $80,491.75 $8,175.80 $72,315.95 
 5/3/19 8 773 $317,787.50 $181,958.93 $154,116.95* 
 11/01/19 9 674 $497,349.14 $264,561.19 $243,292.64* 
 5/5/20 7 407 $366,729.30 $21,439.33 $345,289.97 
 11/3/20 8 538 $572,357.90 $158,816.43 $413,541.47 
 5/7/21 19 1545 $1,322,584.60 $123,504.17 $1,199,080.43 
 10/22/21 14 1139 $963,334.20 $0 $963,334.20 
 Totals 77 6286 $4,563,017.39 $1,035,844.40 $3,650,963.40 

 
 
* Sales having overruns 
** Sales having underruns 
 
0 sales closed out in January. 
 
Timber Sale Value (sold contracts-uncut) on file = $4,161,941.40 
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Timber Sale Revenue  February       YTD   
                          $98,561.87            $183,386.45 
Christmas Trees/Boughs        
     $0     $0  
   
Performance Bond Cashed       
     $0     $0  
 
Other Revenue  
Camping/Firewood/Access/Hay       
     $0     $25.00 
 
Park Reservations          
     $0     $100 

 
          Budget 
  Gross Timber Sale Revenue  $183,386.45  $1,850,000 
  10% Payment to Towns  $18,338.65 
  Net Timber Sale Revenue  $165,047.81 
  Total Other Revenue   $125 
 
  Timber Sale Revenue Billed Out $188,531.91 
           
  
 
Timber Sale Inspections  # month   YTD 
         29        56 
Comments:  Goal for timber sale inspections is generally one inspection per week while 
sale is actively being harvested or wood is being hauled.   
 
Tract Establishment  # sales month/ YTD acres month/YTD Goal 
     4/10          275/943  3600  
 Comments: Preparing and reviewing tracts for spring timber sale bid prospectus. 
 
Recon Acres Updated 
  February  YTD  Annual Goal  

                1138  3010   6,000 acres                   
Comments: Recon is the assessment of geographic, structure and compositional attributes 
of forest stands.  Field information is stored in the Wisconsin Forest Inventory & 
Reporting System (WisFIRS).  Basic resource information is collected, stored and 
updated systematically and continuously.  Database is used to analyze existing resources, 
evaluate management alternatives and assist in the development and implementation of 
management plans. 
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Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) Hours 
  February   FY22 Contract   YTD 
     0         96.75     3 
 Current Contract: 

Sawyer County – DNR FY22 Stands 
Approximately 575 hours timber sale admin.  $40,046.54. 

Received final reimbursement request for $9,933.85 on contract FY21 Stands 
Received final reimbursement request for $2,360.36 on contract FY21 Sale Admin 
Received partial reimbursement request for $6,780.93 on contract FY22 Stands 
 
Comments: Under the federal Good Neighbor Authority, the USDA Forest Service is 
authorized to enter into cooperative agreements with states to perform forest management 
activities on national forest lands.  WDNR has entered into a GNA agreement with the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (CNNF).  WDNR is authorized to contract with 
counties to assist with forest management activities on national forest lands.  The focus of 
the GNA program is to assist in the implementation of the CNNF Forest Plan, which will 
provide: 

• Forest products to the local economy  
• Collaboration between federal, state and county forest managers 
• Improved health and resiliency of forestlands and watersheds within 

Wisconsin 
 
Oak Wilt: 
Nothing new to report, detection and treatment completed until next year.   
 
Emerald Ash Borer: 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Mountain Bike Trails:   
Nothing new to report. 
 
Birkie Trail:   
Nothing new to report. 
 
ATV/UTV/Snowmobile Trails:   
Nothing new to report 
 
 
 
Parks: 
Hatchery Park: Nothing new to report. 
  
Nelson Lake Park:  Nothing new to report.  
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1 RESOLUTION   #2022-________
2
3 RESOLUTION FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION AIDS
4
5 WHEREAS Sawyer County is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public outdoor 
6 recreation purposes as described in the application; and
7
8 WHEREAS, financial aid is required to carry out the project; 
9

10 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Sawyer County has budgeted a sum sufficient to 
11 complete the project or acquisition and
12
13 HEREBY AUTHORIZES the Sawyer County Forest Administrator, Sawyer County 
14 Forestry Department to act on behalf of Sawyer County to:

             
15 • Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for any 
16 financial aid that may be available;
17 • Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation within 
18 months of project completion date;
19 • Submit signed documents; and
20 • Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project.
21
22 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sawyer County will comply with the state or federal 
23 rules for the programs to the general public during reasonable hours consistent with the type of 
24 facility; and will obtain from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the 
25 National Park Service approval in writing before any change is made in the use of the project site.
26
27 This Resolution is recommended for adoption by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors at 
28 its meeting on March 17th, 2022 by this Sawyer County Land Water and Forest Resources 
29 Committee on this 9th day of March, 2022.
30
31 _________________________________ __________________________________
32 Bruce Paulson (Chair) Ron Buckholtz (Vice Chair)
33
34 _________________________________ __________________________________
35 Ron Buckholtz (Vice Chair) Brian Bisonette
36
37 _________________________________ __________________________________
38 Jesse Boettcher Marc Helwig 
39
40 This Resolutions hereby adopted by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors this 17th day of 
41 March, 2022.
42 _________________________________ __________________________________
43 Tweed Shuman, Board Chair Lynn Fitch, County Clerk
44
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Sawyer County Land, Water & Forest Resources Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, March 9th 

DNR Forestry Report for February 2022 
 

Wildlife:  
CDAC (County Deer Advisory Committee): DNR granted tentative approval for Sawyer 
County CDAC to hold a field tour on Saturday, April 2nd to discuss deer and deer habitat issues. 
This may be subject to change due to DNR meeting protocols. Similar meetings are tentatively 
scheduled in other counties. 
 
Grey Wolf: Following a federal court ruling on February 10th, wolves in the lower 48 states 
were returned to the federal Endangered Species List. DNR has decided to refund the $10.00 
application fee to sportsman who applied for a wolf harvest permit or preference point for the 
fall 2021 season. DNR will also restore wolf preference point records of all hunters and trappers 
to their fall 2021 pre-application status. 
 
The court ruling cancels all permits issued to landowners with wolf conflicts which allow lethal 
removal of wolves. DNR will not authorize the use of lethal control in a depredation case, nor 
will hunters be allowed to train dogs to track wolves.   
 
Forestry: 
Performed reconnaissance of approximately 300 acres on the Sawyer County Forest and 
prepared environmental reviews for cutting notices to be submitted for upcoming spring timber 
sale.  
 
Report written by Roy Zubrod, DNR Forester, Hayward, WI., on February 28, 2022. 
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