
Sawyer County
Agenda 

Public Safety Committee Meeting 

Thursday, January 7, 2021 @ 9:00 AM 

Assembly Room/Virtual Meeting 

Page 

1. CALL TO ORDER

a. The public is strongly encouraged to access the public meeting
remotely due to public health and safety concerns. To view or
participate in the virtual meeting from a computer, iPad, or
Android device please go to https://zoom.us/j/97074807611. You
can also use the dial in number for listening only at 1-312-626-
6799with the Webinar ID: 970 7480 7611. If additional assistance
is needed please contact the County Clerk's Office at 715-634-
4866 prior to the meeting.

b. If you are on a computer, click the "Raise Hand" button and wait
to be recognized.

c. If you are on a telephone, dial *9 and wait to be recognized.

2. CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS
LAW

3. MEETING AGENDA

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

5. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

4 - 5 a. Public Safety 12-3-20
 

6. JUDGE'S REPORT

7. CLERK OF COURT'S OFFICE REPORTS

6 - 7 a. Clerk of Court Report - Jan 2021
 

8. DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE REPORT
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 9. CHILD SUPPORT DEPARTMENT REPORT   
8 - 11 

 
a. CSA Report 1.7.21 

 
 

 10. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT REPORT  
 

 
a. 

 
Chief Deputy Report    

12 - 17 
 
b. 

 
Patrol Report 

SWSOPatrolReportDec2020 

SWSOPatrolReportDec2020Summary 

SWSOPatrolReportTOTAL2020    
18 - 19 

 
c. 

 
Jail Report 

December Jail Report    
20 - 21 

 
d. 

 
Animal Control Report 

aco calls 12012020 thru 01042021  
 

 11. CORONER'S REPORT   
22 

 
a. Coroner's Report 1.13.21 

 
 

 12. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT   
23 

 
a. 

 
Emergency Management Report 

Emergency Management Report 1.7.21    
24 - 31 

 
b. 

 
Communication Specialist Report 

Communications Report 1.7.21 

Communications Report  
 

 13. CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

 14. AMBULANCE SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT   
32 - 35 

 
a. Ambulance Jan Report 2021 

Ambulance Report.1  
 

 15. DISCUSSION OF FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES WITHIN THE 
COUNTY 

 

 16. COMMITTEE DAY & TIME DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

 17. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 18. CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES AND 
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MEETINGS, OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

 

 
A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its committees may be present at this 

meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the committees have established 
attendance at this meeting as an official function of the Board or committee(s) or otherwise made a 

determination that attendance at the meeting is necessary to carry out the Board or committee’s 
function.  The only purpose for other supervisors attending the meeting is to listen to the information 
presented.  Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the committee providing this notice and 

agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting. 
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Draft 
Minutes of the meeting of the Public Safety Committee.
Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
December 3, 2020; 8:30 a.m.; Assembly Room; Sawyer County Courthouse

Members present: James Schlender, Dale Schleeter, Ed Peters, Chuck Van Etten-
Virtual

Others present: Carol Williamson, Tom Hoff-V, Pat Sanchez-V, Jeff Johnson, Doug 
Mrotek, Joe Sajdera, Mike Coleson, John Yackel-V, Rose Lillyroot-V, Nate Dunston, 
Marge Kelsey-V, Rebecca Roeker-V, Frank Zufall-V

Chair James Schlender called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Motion by Schleeter, 2nd by Peters, to approve the minutes of the October 29, 
2020 meeting. Motion carried

Judge Yackel reported to the Committee. Heavy calendar of jury trials and visiting 
judges. 
 
Clerk of Court Marge Kelsey provided a written report to the Committee.  Juggling 
calendars with visiting judges.

Sheriff Doug Mrotek reported to the Committee. No injuries or lost hunters 
reported during 2020 deer hunting week. There was an increase in trespassing 
complaints. 

Chief Deputy Joe Sajdera reported to the Committee. Purchased Rip and Run 
software from Spillman. Federal NextGen 9-1-1 grant submitted for funding to 
purchase backup equipment. Dispatch received 4,064 total calls with 1,473 calls 
for service in November. Road deputy staff at 100% with three additional part-
time road deputies. Dispatch at 100% with 2 part-time employees.

Jail Administrator Jeff Johnson provided a jail report. November 2020 average 
daily population was 76.33. 74 inmates today and 5 out on electronic monitor. 
New phone system working well for inmates to access video, voice, texts, 
programs, and library of information.
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Supervisor Van Etten asked about traffic fatalities. Sawyer County has had 11 
traffic fatalities in 2020 and 12 heroin fatalities.

Animal Control Officer Sherrie Shelton provided a written report to the 
Committee.  

Emergency Management Director Pat Sanchez provided a written report and 
attended the meeting virtually. Sanchez spending 75% of her time on COVID 
related activities.

Communication Specialist John Kruk provided a written report. Sheriff meeting 
weekly with Kruk.

Chair Schlender updated the Committee on Criminal Justice Coordinating Council. 
The LCO Tribal Council renewed the CJCC MOU and increased the contribution 
from $25,000 to $50,000 per year for 3 years. CJCC will begin discussion on joint 
jurisdiction and transfer of cases.

Ambulance Director Nate Dunston provided a written report to the Committee. 
Currently three open full-time positions being filled by Dunston and part time 
staff. Looking forward to statewide radio and paging system in the new year. 
Hospitals are full; transfers are down. Ten employees have been out YTD due to 
COVID exposure; three have tested positive. Total staff of 52

Sheriff’s Department have had five employees test positive for COVID; all are 
recovered.

Fire protection discussion will be on January agenda.

Adjourned 9:29 am

Minutes prepared by Carol Williamson
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    CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 
  

 Phone (715) 634-4887 ~ FAX (715)638-3297

 

CLERK OF COURT DEPUTY CLERKS 

Marge Kelsey              Jill C Tonn 

                   Sari L Torstenson 

10610 Main Street                                  Terri J Roeske

Suite #74                                                                                                                     Leslie Strapon 

Hayward, WI 54843 Lisa Turnbull 

  

 

 

 
 

Clerk’s Report for January 2021 Public Safety Committee: 

 

The Financial Clerk has tackled the tedious task of completing and submitting Income 

Assignment Orders to send to the prisons for Defendants incarcerated on Sawyer County cases.  

This is in essence a wage garnishment for inmates who owe Fines/Court Costs/Restitution, etc. in 

Sawyer County cases.  Within 2 weeks, we received the 1st check from DOC! 

 

Jury trials currently scheduled for January: 

 

Date                       Judge       Length 

1/6/2021 2929 3 days 

1/13/2021 2124 1 day 

1/13/2021 2124 1 day 

1/20/2021 2636 2 days 

1/21/2021 2636 2 days 

1/21/2021 2124 2 days 

1/21/2021 2124 2 days 

1/27/2021 2124 2 days 

 

New Cases filed from 12/01/2020 – 12/31/2020 

 

 16   Felony (CF)   

 16 Misdemeanor (CM)  

 10 Criminal Traffic (CT)  

 101 Traffic & Forfeiture citations (TR & FO) 

 28 Civil, Small Claims, Family/Paternity & Transcript of Judgments  

  (CV, SC, FA, PA & TJ)   
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Receipt history comparison for REVENUE collected through SDC (State Debt Collection) 

and TRIP/DOR (Tax Intercept): 

12-01-2020 to 12-31-2020 = $18,149.39   

12-01-2019 to 12-31-2019 = $5188.77 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Marge Kelsey 

Clerk of Court 
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Resolution in Support of Increased County Child Support Funding

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

SAWYER County Child Support Agency administers the Child Support
Enforcement Program on behalf of the state, providing services to approximately
1200 families in Sawyer County residents including paternity establishment,
obtaining child support and health insurance orders for children, and enforcing
and modifying those orders; and

Our children’s well-being, economic security and success in life are enhanced by
parents who provide financial and emotional support; and

County child support agencies collected $935 Million in child support during 2019
and established 98,405 health insurance orders for Wisconsin children; and

Sawyer County’s Child Support Agency provides services to children as well as
custodial and non-custodial parents that reduce childhood poverty rates,
establish parental rights and promote the involvement of both parents in the lives
of their children; and

The economic security and social service programs provided by Sawyer County
Child Support Agency are needed by Wisconsin children and families now more
than ever clue to the economic downturn caused by COVID-19; and

State funding for county child support services has failed to keep up with county
agency costs, which have steadily increased due to growing caseloads, inflation
and new federal regulations; and

Wisconsin’s Child Support Enforcement Program has fallen from 2”“in the nation
for collecting current support to 5th; and

Wisconsin’s decreased performance has led to the state losing out on an
estimated $70,000 in potential federal incentive payments between Calendar
Year 2019 and 2020; and

An abrupt federal interpretation change in June 2019 eliminated $4.2 million in
federal birth cost recovery matching funds for Wisconsin; and

Wisconsin’s strong performance in child support is at risk without additional state
funding. Further drops in performance would result in additional reductions to
federal funding for Wisconsin; and

Decreased federal funding results in less funding for Sawyer County’s child
support agency. This could lead to reductions in child support enforcement staff
and services and reduced child support collections; and

New state investments in child support are amplified by a generous federal
match. Every $1 of state GPR invested in the Child Support Program generates
roughly $2 in federal matching funds; and
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WHEREAS: Wisconsin’s Child Support Enforcement Program is incredibly cost-effective,
collecting an average of $6.20 in support for every dollar invested in the program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
respectfully requests that state funding for county child support agencies
be increased by $4 million GPR in each fiscal year of the 2021-23
Wisconsin state budget, which will generate approximately $7.7 million in
additional federal funding each year. This investment will ensure that
Wisconsin counties can continue to effectively provide economic support
to our children.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this be forwarded by the County
Clerk to the Governor of the State in, State Senators and State
Representatives representing , the Secretary of the
Wisconsin Department of Ad n, e Wisconsin Counties
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January 4, 2021 
 
Patrol Report- Attached.  
 
 
 

 
 Patrol calls volume continues to trend steadily for the past 3 months, Oct 20 was 820, Nov 

20 was 836, with 863 Calls for service in Dec 20. An increase of 181 calls from Dec 2019.  
 

 Total Calls for the Year of 2020 is 10998 Calls for service to Sawyer County Patrol 
Deputies.  
 
 

 A long-time staff member in the Jail, Deputy Carter Hartling just recently graduated The 
Law Enforcement Academy at WITC in Rice Lake, and has just started his 10-week track 
in Patrol Field Training.  
  

 Intial planning for the 2021 Slumberland American Birkebeiner Wednesday-Sunday, 
February 24-28, 2021  is underway and will be cordinated with the Birkebeiner 
Foundation, Bayfield County Sheriff’s Office, Wisconsin State Patrol and other area law 
enformcement agencies. Due to the modified course, it is expected to have minimal inpact 
to Sawyer County Public Safety resources.  

 
 
 
 

 
   
 
Respecfully Submitted,  
 
Lt. Gregory G Ripczinski 
Sawyer County Sheriff's Dept. 
Patrol Administrator 
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SAWYERCOU TY HERIFF OFFIN S ’s CE
DOUGLASD. MROTEK—SH ER! FF JOSEPHE.SAIDERA— CHIEF DEPUTY

ece er2 20 ail e ort

December 2020 2019
Average Daily Population Total: 76.33 86.48 100.95
Females: 11.12 17.24 24.42
Males: 65.21 69.24 76.53

Average Probation incarceration: 16.67 (22%)
Average Pre-Sentence incarceration: 30.33 (40%)
Average Sentenced incarceration: 29.33 (38%)

Currently on Electronic Monitoring: 4 (as of 12/31/2020)

Total number of Bookings in 2019: 1584

Total number of Bookings in 2020: 1115

15880 FIFTHSTREET' POSTOFFICEBOX567 ' HAYWARD.WI54843 ' SAWYERCOUNTYGOV
ORGADMIN FAX DISPATCH JAIL FAX

71S—634-4858 715—634~1309 715-634-5213
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Date 12/31/20
Pre KELSEY #325

PRISONER

Location
Boarders Total Inmates

Secure 41 O 41
Huber Wi 33 0
Total in Facil 74 74
H 1
Other Jails O O 0
Monitor 4 0 4
Total Adults 79 0 79
Juvenile Detention 0 0
Total Assigned 0 79

REASON FOR IN

Status Code Total Inmates N
BAC Over .O4% BAC 0 ELECTRONIC MONITOR: SHAWN
Cash Bond CB 19 THOMAS, JOHN WILBER, DAWN ROSS,
Hold for Other County OC 2 MICHAELANDERSON
New Arrestee Awaiti Court AC 1 MENDOTA MENTAL HEALTH: PETER
Pendin Revocation 1 FARNSWORTH
P&P Hold Only HOL 14
Sentenced Inmate SEN 39
Sitting off Pay or Stay Warrants WAR
Writ for Court WRI
D Court Hold DC 0
LCO Court Hold LCO 0
90 ble Hold 90D 2
Convicted Sentenci CAS 1
Caseworker Hold CWH 0
Tem Juv TPC 0
TOTAL 79

RACE

White lnclu His 21
Native 55
Black 3
Asian 0
Other 0
TOTAL

In Cou Out of Monitor Total
Male 63 0 3 66
Female 12 0 1 13
TOTAL

735 7 #REF!

GENDER
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The following are complaints addressed by the Sawyer County Animal Control 
Officer 12/01/2020 thru 01/04/2021 

Animal At Large (Aggressive):  

Animal At Large:  Lenroot, T Hayward, Sand Lk, C Hayward, T Hayward(2), T Hayward, T 
Hayward 

Dog Bite/Exposure: T Hayward 

Cat Bite/Exposure: 

Dog Locked In A Car: C Hayward 

Barking Dog (Public Nuisance): C Hayward   

Companion Pet Neglect/Abuse:  

Livestock Neglect/Abuse:  

Inadequate/No Shelter:  

Abandoned Animal:  

Dead Animal:  

Puppy Mill: 

Lost Dogs: Round Lk, C Hayward, T Hayward, T Hayward, Lenroot, Sand Lk, C Hayward 

Found Dogs: T Hayward, Lenroot, T Hayward 

Lost Cat: C Hayward  

Found Cat: T Hayward  

Citations:  

Impounded: 3 

Burned up some vacation time this month.  Licenses are being mailed in and done on line 
(increase from this time last year)  we begin selling licenses for 2021 12/15 so that is why the 
dates are a little off below… Permits are also being re-issued to animal related businesses– 
Happy New Year to all! 
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        Licensing revenues generated 

  12/14/19-12/15/2020    12/14/18-12/14/2019     

$29,673.00      $33,493.00 

        Licenses sold 

2370 w/324 late     2551 w/428 late 
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S,AWYER 
COUNTY 

John Froemel 

Sawyer County Coroner 

10610 Main Street, Suite 10 

Hayward, WI 54843 

(715) 558-3170

john.froemel@sawyercountygov.org 

Coroners Update: COVID is still being a major event in our community and I have still been testing all deaths in the 

home or the hospital. Just because I someone comes up positive for COVID does not mean that is what killed them. I use 

the information the same way I when I also test for drugs and alcohol.  

Deaths to date: 212 

Deaths to date last year: 190
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January 7th, 2021, Public Safety Committee Report 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! 

 

I continue to work behind the scenes in the pandemic response with ordering, stocking and distributing 

PPE, serving as site manager for the Winter Covid Testing site and other duties requested. 

 

Continue with weekly and bi-weekly calls/virtual meetings with various state and local agencies on covid 

response, updates and initiatives. 

 

We are no longer operating the State Decon Unit, although it remains housed in Sawyer County until the 

states decides the next operational plan for it. 

 

Working on EOP updates. 

 

I am so glad 2020 is behind us!! 

 

 

Meetings and Trainings Attended:   

• Meetings via phone/virtual  every week or bi-weekly regarding Pandemic with WEM, SEOC, PH. 

• Multi-trail Coordination 

SAR:   

• Rusk County Search (2) 

Radio Update: 

• See John Kruk’s Report 

 

Submitted: 01/04/2021 

 

Patricia Sanchez, CEM 
Sawyer County Emergency Manager 
SCSAR Coordinator 

 
      

EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT 
 5116N Crawford St  

Winter, WI 54896 

715-634-2004 

psanchez@sawyercountygov.org 
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Sawyer County Communications System Specialist – Jan 2021 PS Committee Report 

Happy 2021 to everyone and I apologize as I am going to out at the Pipestone site with an ISP provider 

for Backhaul planning and work. 

1.) Programming and Testing – A patch in between WISCOM (SWLAW1) and New Conventional 

(SWLAW-D*) is in place and deputies have started to test radio coverage over the past few 

weeks. Feedback has been very good and reflective of the coverage maps that are a result of the 

tower locations. An audio difference, regarding level, does exist as the two systems handle 

differently than the other. Once all law users are switched over the difference will not be 

noticeable at all. Part of this testing required console set-up and integration into the overall 

system. One of the biggest things is that the consoles will now be directly connected to the 

system/radios as compared to control base’s such as the set-up was before. 

 

As we continue with other law enforcement agencies new programming templates per 

department are needed. This means different channels for the individual departments as many 

have their own channel. In this programming we have been working hard on some 

standardization to make it more uniform. This would then allow a user from one department to 

pick up a radio of another departments and have a good understanding on how to use it. 

 

The method of each user coming over one by one as compared to everyone switches at one 

time is good. This helps eliminate the issues of one person having an issue and everyone think it 

is an issue as compared to just one person. This also allows people to slowly become familiar 

with the switch and in a less forceful manner. 

 

2.) Training for New Radio System/Channels - Training materials have been made for Sawyer 

County Law Enforcement deputies and Lt Johnson will be doing that group. This is in addition to 

other Law Enforcement agencies when they are ready to switch. The programming is being done 

around the time of training in order to make sure that everyone is trained and to eliminate as 

many questions or issues as possible.  

 

Dispatch training was done approx. 2 weeks ago on the new console set-up and Cory will be 

looking at when to activate the new layout. EMS and Fire will be done after Law Enforcement is 

100% cut over and the new paging is up and running. Cory and I will be working with each 

department at that time for direct one on one training. 

 

3.) IP Backhaul – While the sites have been operating good some issues had recently arisen with 

the Moose Lake site. This was unexpected and had no means of origin from what Century Link 

had told IT and we had from the start of service. We have a different solution in place and will 

be awaiting till the spring time in order to put in a different solution. 

 

The same holds true for Pipestone in where we are looking at using the microwave link from the 

site to the courthouse to help eliminate the need for a commercial backhaul solution. I have 

been in discussions with the State in how we can leverage more of our equipment that is being 

used with WISCOM also. 
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4.) RF Interference Mitigation – As of recent some RF (Radio Frequency interference has been 

detected on the SWJAIL base radio interface. This interference has been reduced but is still in 

existence. I contacted the console interface device manufacturer last week and have heard that 

they received my request. I hope to have a answer/solution soon and implement it ASAP. 

 

5.) Additional work – During the course of programming I have found minor items that will need 

correction but none that take a priority or impact operation. 

 

 

Submitted by: John Kruk – Contracted Communications System Specialist for Sawyer County 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

 

To:   Public Safety 

  

Subject:   January Ambulance Report 

 
 

COVID: 

• Vaccines are being offered to EMS staff. Most who have wanted have or are 

scheduled to get it soon. 

 

Cardiac Monitors: 

• We have ordered our new Zoll X series cardiac monitors and they should arrive 

shortly. 

 

Run Volume: 

 

 
 

2020

911 Transfer HAMH RUSK PARK LMC Spooner Ashland Other

January 148 60 208 37 15 2 1 3 1 1

February 149 64 213 35 23 1 1 2 2 0

March 111 58 169 27 27 1 0 2 1 0

April 125 52 177 22 26 1 2 1 0 0

May 129 52 181 21 22 0 6 3 0 0

June 152 65 217 30 18 0 9 4 2 2

July 204 80 284 42 27 0 4 6 1 0

August 180 76 256 34 31 0 7 3 1 0

September 154 58 212 26 21 0 6 3 2 0

October 128 46 174 25 19 0 2 0 0 0

November 221 59 280 24 31 0 2 0 2 0

December 165 52 217 34 18 0 0 0 0 0

Total: 1866 722 2588

2019

911 Transfer HAMH RUSK PARK LMC Spooner Ashland Other

January 188 61 249 30 26 1 1 2 1 0

February 155 54 209 29 20 1 1 2 1 0

March 179 51 230 31 16 1 2 0 1 0

April 133 57 190 31 20 1 3 0 1 1

May 158 57 215 41 12 1 2 0 1 0

June 152 55 207 40 11 2 1 1 0 0

July 187 51 238 33 16 1 0 1 0 0

August 164 60 224 46 14 0 0 0 0 0

September 134 65 199 32 25 4 2 1 1 0

October 163 57 220 32 20 1 1 0 3 0

November 145 62 207 31 31 0 0 0 0 0

December 149 72 221 34 29 3 2 2 2 0

Total: 1907 702 2609

10610 Main Street, Suite 58. - Hayward, WI 54843 

Phone 715-638-3458                 

Fax 715-634-6862 
Email   ambulance@sawyercountygov.org 

 

Nate Dunston 
Sawyer County Ambulance Director 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

 

To:   Public Safety 

  

Subject:   January Ambulance Report 

 
 

 

• Ojibwa – We are all moved in and operating out of 

Ojibwa.  (Date and time for open house.)  

 

         
 

• Barnes Ambulance – Continue discussion on an intercept 

agreement with Barnes ambulance. 

 

• Billing Company 

 

 

 
 

 

10610 Main Street, Suite 58. - Hayward, WI 54843 

Phone 715-638-3458                 

Fax 715-634-6862 
Email   ambulance@sawyercountygov.org 

 

Nate Dunston 
Sawyer County Ambulance Director 
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Run Volume: 

 
2019      

 911  Transfer   

January 177  62   

February 156  53   

March 178  52   

April 134  56   

May 161  55   

June 204  56   

July 191  47   

August 165  59   

September 135  64   

October 154  49   

November 145  62   

December 149  66   

Total: 1949  681  2630 

      

2018      

 911  Transfer   

January 125  68   

February 130  53   

March 148  52   

April 131  43   

May 161  53   

June 153  48   

July 185  43   

August 169  53   

September 182  69   

October 143  67   

November 128  52   

December 167  77   

Total: 1822  678  2500 
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